
Dear Valued Parents,   

Our students are excited to welcome the cooler Fall weather, and have really enjoyed outside time these past few 

weeks. Throughout the month, thankfulness will be highlighted throughout our programming. These and other 

components of our program build a stable environment and community support for our children and you!  

In October our learning center received some very exciting accolades. We were voted Best in Bastrop for the 4th year 

in a row! Thank you for all of those who voted, and remain our biggest supporters in the community. We are grate-

ful to be recognized for the dedicated service we provide to our children. You can read the article here, and also 

check out the special article they did on operating a childcare center during a pandemic! Best of Bastrop 2020 

Our annual state visit from child care licensing came this month. Over 2500+ standards and regulations are imple-

mented and followed on a daily basis to ensure the Health & Safety of your child. In addition to that over 300 addi-

tional COVID specific standards and regulations are upheld on a daily basis to ensure the Health and Safety of 

your child while in our care. Having a perfect state visit is quite an accomplishment, and it's important for you to 

know the level of care and attention your child receives in our schools.  Thank you for trusting your family with us. 

This past month, the entire school system entered into partnership with Cognia accreditation agency. This agency is 

the largest education improvement organization in the world and an undeniable force for transforming schools, en-

gaging students, and driving better outcomes for all. Once we have concluded the readiness review stage, we will 

begin the accreditation process for our school. Visit here for information on our accreditation agency. We are very 

proud of this step in our process.  

Architectural Design Update: Since September 1st the church council and school board have been working with 

Heimsath Architects to create a plan for Good Shepherd's growth. This growth will accommodate grades K-6 and 

will include a shared vision for ministry as both church and school. We are in a back-and-forth planning process in 

collaboration with the architects, and look forward to sharing a design plan with the whole community when it is 

ready. 

We are excited to announce the launch of our new website. Please visit our new website to take a look!  

We had the best time at our Fall Festival held at Community Gardens this past month. We were able to raise some 

money to go towards enhancements at our schools. We really appreciate and enjoyed being able to spend some 

quality time with our families. It was so great to see everyone there.  

Important note about Kindergarten Round-Up for Good Shepherd Lutheran School. Priority placement for LSLC 

Kinder bound children that are planning to attend Good Shepherd Lutheran School for the next school year, 2021-

2022 will start January 1st. Prior to that, we will have some informational sessions, and will conduct in-person tours 

through the month of November and December. Once the dates are finalized for the tours/sessions we will let you 

know, I also highly encourage if you know anyone that may be interested in our private school for the next school 

year, to please go on our website and complete an application form. Once the March general public enrollment ses-

sion opens up, we are already on a waitlist.  

The end of the grading period for GSLS students ends December 17th. Please look for important closure dates and 

day camps for Good Shepherd students in this newsletter. 

Thank you all so much for the support, love and dedication you all show everyday. God is Good, and it shows eve-

ryday through your children. 

Many Blessings and much love, Alysa K. Johnson 

     Good Shepherd Bastrop 

          Litt                   Little Sheep Learning Center (LSLC 6 weeks—5 years) 

         Good Shepherd Lutheran School (GSLS Kinder-6th grade) 
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https://issuu.com/statesmanmedia/docs/best_of_bastrop_20
https://goodshepherdbastrop.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/COGNIA-OVERVIEW.pdf
https://goodshepherdbastrop.org/school/good-shepherd-lutheran-school


November 1st  

Daylight Savings 

ends. Be sure to fall 

back and reset your 

clocks if needed.  

National Young Readers Day 

November 10th is National Young Read-

ers Day. On this day your child may 

bring in their favorite book to share with 

their friends. Please make sure your 

child's name is written in/on the book to 

ensure that it makes it back home. 

Colder Weather Clothing 

As the temperatures decrease, 

please dress your children in 

warm clothing. Remember that 

the children will enjoy outside time unless it 

is below 45 degree wind chill. Please remem-

ber to clearly label all sweaters, jackets, coats 

and gloves with your child’s first name and 

last initial. Extra spare clothes are also re-

quired to be weather appropriate. 

This year we are honoring Thanksgiving differ-

ently then we are used to. The Wednesday before 

Thanksgiving we will serve our children our Har-

vest Feast, we will pray over the children, and 

share our gratitude for the things we are Thank-

ful for. We will not be able to safely host all fami-

lies like we have done in years past, please under-

stand the importance of this. We are very thank-

ful to be one of the only childcare centers to not 

have experienced positive COVID cases, and the 

state regulations on COVID policies have been 

extended  to the end of this year. These guide-

lines can be read  here. 

1st Ms. Donna 

1st Lola McCan 

12th Anabelle Rodriguez 

13th Stevie Rae Renfro 

16th Ryan Robbins 

18th Cason Abernethy 

20th Halo Gould 

26th Ms. Ellie 

28th Chayse Faykus 

30th Kason Darr 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Entire Campus (LSLC & GSLS)  
Closures 

 Thanksgiving  
November 26th & 27th 

 Christmas 
December 23rd-25th 
 New Years Day 

January 1st 

GSLS school Closures 
 Thanksgiving 

November 23rd-27th 
 Christmas 

December 18th-January 5th 
 

Day Camps for GSLS students 
 December 18th-22nd 
 December 28th-31st 

https://hhs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/documents/doing-business-with-hhs/provider-portal/protective-services/ccl/new-emergency-rules-day-care-operations-covid-19.pdf
https://hhs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/documents/doing-business-with-hhs/provider-portal/protective-services/ccl/new-emergency-rules-day-care-operations-covid-19.pdf


A message from your Pastor 
Hello Parents, 

 It continues to be an honor to work with your kiddos, learning the way of 

God. Not only do I get the creative joy of planning how Bible stories come alive 

for kiddos, but I also get the challenge of wrestling with the stories myself. 

Teaching faith to others happens best when we are living the faith ourselves, 

and this is something I absolutely love about my job.  

 Our faith gives meaning and shape to our lives. When we are familiar with 

our faith stories we can connect them to situations in our lives. Teachers do 

this. Pastors do this. Parents do this. Teaching is an honor, but it is also a chal-

lenge. My guess is that you send your kid(s) to Good Shepherd because you 

value educating not just their minds, but their hearts, hands, and spirits as 

well. We can rise to this great challenge by staying engaged ourselves.  

 So let me ask you: What are your sources of inspiration and faith? Do you 

have a daily devotional that you read? Do you have a church community that 

you stay connected with? Do you have favorite authors or podcasts? Or per-

haps a daily practice, such as prayer? Whatever works for you, dive into it 

deeply. You will benefit, and your child(ren) will benefit. Here's a suggestion... 

 Each week via tadpoles you receive an overview of the chapel lessons for 

the week. I encourage you to read through these lessons, not just for your kids, 

but for yourself. One of my goals is to teach a faith that applies to our whole 

lives, not just the lives of little ones. I guarantee these lessons will help shape 

your life for the better. May you and your family be deeply blessed. 

Lastly, an invitation: on Saturday, Nov. 21st we will gather at Community Gar-

dens with Feed the Need in order to package Gobble Kits. Gobble Kits are 

Thanksgiving Meals that will be distributed to families who otherwise may not 

have one. Feed the Need is collecting $25 donations to cover the cost of one 

kit, and you can make a donation here. There will be live music and a family-

friendly atmosphere. Come on out to share the love of Thanksgiving on 11/21!  

With great gratitude, 

-Pr. Travis 



GSLS Music Class 
 Hello Good Shepherd Lutheran School 

families!  October has been a busy month of 

reinforcing the music terminology we've cov-

ered so far, with activities that explore the 

concepts of steady beat, loud and soft, and fast 

and slow playing.  The younger students have 

been working on playing various percussion in-

struments correctly, with opportunities to ex-

perience the different sounds, techniques, and 

motor skills required for each instrument.  The 

older kids have been working on identifying a 

variety of instruments by ear, and are learning 

the building blocks of musical notation.  It is 

so exciting to point to some rhythms on the 

board and hear the kids playing them! 

 This month we will continue with musi-

cal activities and games that focus on these 

concepts.  We will also be learning more about 

the different families of instruments, and fur-

thering our ability to identify them by 

sound.  Lastly, I'm excited to introduce melod-

ic instruments to our classes, in the form of 

boomwackers and xylophones!  I wish every-

one the best heading into this holiday season! 

Blessings, 

-Steve 

GSLS P.E. Students of 

the month! 
The Lions Cross Country Team competed in 

the second annual cross country meet and 

did amazing! The siblings, Brayden and 

Brooke Wilson placed in their overall divi-

sion.   

The PE classes have had exciting moments 

learning to catch a football, improving in the 

speed ladder and exhibiting strength while 

doing push-ups. Lola McCan caught a quick 

football pass while running and Beau Hud-

speth raced against classmates during the 

speed ladder. Layla Tovar demonstrated to 

others how athletes do real push-ups 

and Braylee Young displayed flexibility as 

she did the splits. 

Congratulations to Outstanding Athletes of 

the month who presented skills, teamwork, 

attitude, and participation throughout Octo-

ber in all activities and sports. 

Kindergarten-       Brooke Wilson 

          Cole Hellmann 

1st Grade-            Remington Farris 

               Jack Thomas          

2-3 Grade-            Emma Waley  

           Brayden Watson 

 

Homework- 

Throwing and catching any size ball  

correctly. 

Planks or push-ups  

November we will introduce jump rope!  

-Coach Turner 



  

 


